The many meanings of the minus sign

John T. Baldwin*
April 10, 2014

How many interpretations can you give for the minus sign?

1. The binary function of subtraction.

2. The unary function of opposite (reflecting in 0).
3. The unary function of additive inverse

4. Part of the name of a number such as —3.

5. An abbreviation for: multiply by —1.

Pemdas only thinks of the first.

*Thanks for helpful comments to Bonnie Saunders, Andreas Mueller,



