Syllabus

Math 070

Rice

Office: SEO 631

Phone: 312/413-3742 or call the Math Dept and leave a message – 312/996-3041

e-mail: mrice@math.uic.edu
Text: Beginning Algebra by K. Elayn Martin-Gay, 4th edition, customized for UIC only, 

Pearson-Prentice-Hall, 2005.  Required.

ALEKS: Computer based learning tool.  Access code to be bought on-line.  Required.

Software: MyMathLab (Free with purchase of NEW text from UIC bookstore.) if purchasing a used text this access code can be bought on-line.  Required. 
Discussion Sections: You must be registered in a discussion section.
Course Description:  Topics include fractions, real numbers, arithmetic expressions, algebraic expressions, linear equations in one and two variables, linear inequalities in one variable, operations on polynomials, exponents, factoring algebraic expressions, operations on rational expressions, and methods of graphing in one and two dimensions.  Special attention is given to applications of the above methods to concrete problems in everyday life.  No credit towards graduation is given.  However, a grade of C or better is required to advance to either Math 090 or Math 118.
Grading Policy: Student term grades will be determined by use of Aleks (possible 78 points), scores on quizzes, tests and the final examination.  Eight quizzes will be administered in discussion sections.  Each quiz will be weighted at 12 points, however the two lowest quiz scores will be dropped.  The remaining six quiz scores (72 points) will be counted toward the semester total.  There will be no provision to make up missed quizzes.  Three tests worth 100 points each will be given on the dates listed on the calendar.  If you know BEFORE a test that you must be absent and you have a valid reason (my judgment!), make arrangements with me at least a week in advance to take the test early.  There will be NO MAKE UP TESTS or EXAMS.  If it is to your advantage, one-half of your score on the final exam will be used to replace your lowest test score.  The final examination, weighted at 200 points, will be administered during the scheduled final exam week. (See time table).  The total possible points for the above-named use of Aleks, quizzes, tests, and final exam is 650 points and the semester grade will be determined on the basis of points:

A: 650-585   B: 584-520   C: 519-455   D: 454-390   E: Below 390

     Beginning fall semester, 2004: The final grade for this course will be Satisfactory (S) or Unsatisfactory (U).  Satisfactory is 70% or better. 

Attendance: Regular attendance is required.  Frequent absence and/or tardiness may have a detrimental effect on your grade.  Please be on time for class and please stay for the entire period.  The constant banging of doors, dropping of books, etc., is a distraction to me and to those who are trying to listen and learn.
Homework: You are expected to read from the text each section as it is covered in class.  You are responsible for all items in each section covered whether or not it was discussed in class.  A homework assignment is given after each lecture class. (See homework).  These assignments are considered an absolute minimum.  Additional practice is highly recommended.  In order to LEARN math you must DO math.  Homework assignments will not be corrected or collected, but there will be homework quizzes. (See homework).  This course demands a significant time commitment.  Expect to spend a minimum of 3 hours outside of class for every hour in class.

Students with disabilities: If you require accommodations for access and participation in this course you must be registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS).  Please contact ODS at 312/413-2103 (Voice) or 312/413-0123 (TTY).
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